[Background activity of the neurons and brain tissue oxygen tension in asphyxia].
The activity level of the cerebral cortex as estimated by the unit activity was found to correlate with the PO2 parameters. Two phasic changes of the unit activity dueing asphyxia were confirmed. The initial firing rate was unrelated to decrease of the PO2 but to the reticular formation influence rather. The following reduction of the unit activity was connected with the PO2 decrease in the brain tissue.